Artist Expression of Interest Form
A Portside ART Institute Community Art, Accessibility & Understanding Project
Different experiences. Different perspectives. A world with more ways to understand.
1. About You
Name:
Preferred name (if different):
Email address:
Telephone number:
Preferred way to contact you:
City or community:
Age range (optional):
· Under 13
· 13-17
· 18-25
· 26-40
· 41-60
· 61+
For participants under 18, a parent or guardian may be contacted to discuss participation and consent.
2. About Your Interest
We are inviting autistic artists and individuals with lived experience to share their perspectives through creative work.
Would you like to be considered for our first exhibition, Autism Through Different Eyes?
· Yes
· I would like more information
· I am interested in a future exhibition
What interests you about this project?
[Please describe in your own words.]
3. Your Creative Ideas
We are interested in many forms of artistic expression. You do not need to be a professional artist or have previous experience with carving.
You might explore your experiences through:
· Raised or textured relief artwork
· Colour, shapes and patterns
· Sensory experiences
· Nature, movement, sound or light
· Personal symbols or visual storytelling
· Mixed media or other creative approaches
What might you like to create?
[Please describe any ideas you have. It is perfectly fine if you are still exploring.]
Are there particular experiences, feelings, environments or perspectives you might want your artwork to communicate?
[Optional response.]
4. Materials and Creative Preferences
Which creative materials interest you?
· Clay or modelling materials
· Wood or relief carving
· Textured paper or mixed media
· Paint, colour and drawing
· Fabric, textiles or fibre art
· Recycled or found materials
· I am open to experimenting
· Other: ______________________
Do you have previous experience with any of these materials?
[Optional response.]
Would you prefer to create independently, with occasional support, or in a facilitated workshop?
· Independently
· With occasional support
· In a facilitated group
· One-to-one creative support
· Not sure yet
5. Accessibility and Participation
We want to make participation comfortable, accessible and respectful of each artist's needs.
Is there anything that would help you participate comfortably?
For example:
· A quieter workspace
· Reduced lighting or sensory stimulation
· Flexible session times or breaks
· Written instructions
· Demonstrations or visual instructions
· Additional time to complete artwork
· A support person attending with you
· Working from home or another accessible location
· Alternative ways to communicate
[Please describe anything you would like us to consider.]
How would you prefer to communicate with the project team?
· Email
· Telephone
· Written communication
· Video meeting
· In-person conversation
· Another method: ______________________
6. Sharing Your Artwork and Your Story
Artists will have control over how their artwork and personal perspectives are presented.
Would you be interested in sharing an explanation of your artwork?
· Written artist statement
· Audio recording
· Video recording
· In-person presentation
· I would prefer my artwork to speak for itself
· I am not sure yet
How would you like your contribution to be identified?
· My full name
· My first name only
· An artist name or pseudonym
· Anonymous
· I would like to decide later
You will not be required to disclose personal information or explain your diagnosis to participate.
7. Additional Information
Is there anything else you would like us to know about you, your artwork or your participation?
[Optional response.]
8. Initial Expression of Interest
By submitting this form, I understand that:
· This form expresses my interest in the project and does not commit me to participating.
· Portside ART Institute will contact me to discuss possible participation, creative ideas and accessibility needs.
· I remain in control of what I create and whether I wish to explain or discuss my artwork.
· No artwork, photograph, recording, artist statement or personal information will be publicly displayed or used for promotional purposes without separate, informed permission.
· Final participation arrangements, including artwork ownership, display, reproduction, recognition and any applicable artist honorarium, will be discussed before I agree to participate.
Name: ______________________________
Date: ______________________________
Parent/Guardian name (if applicable): ______________________________
Please return this form to:
Portside ART Institute
Website: https://www.portsideartinstitute.ca/
Email: portsideart institute@thecounsellinghouse.ca
Thank you for considering being part of The World Through Different Eyes. Your perspective matters, and we look forward to learning what you might like to share with the community.
Artist Participation and Consent Agreement
Portside ART Institute
A Community Art, Accessibility & Understanding Project
Project theme: Autism Through Different Eyes
Artist name: __________________________________
Preferred artist name (if different): __________________________________
Date: __________________________________
1. Purpose of the Project
The World Through Different Eyes is a community art and accessibility initiative developed by Portside ART Institute.
The project invites artists to communicate their experiences, perspectives and interpretations of the world through creative expression. The first exhibition, Autism Through Different Eyes, will feature artwork created by autistic artists.
The project is intended to encourage understanding, accessibility, inclusion and appreciation of different ways of experiencing the world.
Participation is voluntary. Artists are not expected to represent an entire community, explain a diagnosis or disclose personal information.
2. Voluntary Participation and Artist Autonomy
I understand that:
· My participation is voluntary.
· I may choose the subject, meaning, materials and artistic approach for my work.
· I do not have to explain or interpret my artwork unless I choose to.
· I may decline to answer questions about my personal experiences.
· I may request reasonable accommodations or adjustments to support my participation.
· I may choose how I wish to be identified publicly.
· I may raise concerns about how my artwork or contribution is presented.
Portside will make reasonable efforts to provide an inclusive and accessible creative environment.
3. Ownership of Artwork
The artist retains ownership and copyright of all original artwork they create for this project, unless a separate written agreement is voluntarily entered into.
Portside ART Institute does not automatically acquire ownership of artwork through participation in the project or by displaying it in an exhibition.
The artist retains the right to:
· Keep ownership of their original artwork.
· Sell, reproduce, adapt or display their artwork independently.
· Use their artwork in a personal portfolio or other exhibitions.
· Decline future requests to display or reproduce their work.
· Request the return of their original artwork following the exhibition.
Portside will not sell, license, commercially reproduce or otherwise exploit an artist's work without separate written permission and agreement regarding any applicable compensation.
4. Permission to Exhibit Artwork
Please select your preference:
[ ] I give Portside ART Institute permission to display my artwork in the initial Autism Through Different Eyes exhibition.
[ ] I am willing to have my artwork considered for future Portside exhibitions, subject to separate discussion and permission.
[ ] I would like to discuss the exhibition arrangements before granting permission.
The artist and Portside will discuss the location, duration, display method and handling requirements for the artwork.
Any tactile interaction with artwork will be permitted only where the artist has expressly approved it. Portside will provide appropriate signage and handling guidance.
5. Permission to Photograph or Digitally Reproduce Artwork
Photographs and digital images may help the project reach audiences who cannot attend an in-person exhibition.
Please indicate which permissions you grant:
[ ] Portside may photograph my artwork for internal project documentation.
[ ] Portside may photograph my artwork for the Portside website.
[ ] Portside may share photographs of my artwork on Portside social media.
[ ] Portside may include photographs of my artwork in educational presentations or project reports.
[ ] Portside may include photographs of my artwork in printed promotional materials.
[ ] I do not grant permission for photographs or digital reproduction at this time.
These permissions apply only to the uses selected. They do not transfer ownership or copyright to Portside. Portside will not materially alter or misrepresent the artwork.
Any additional commercial use, publication, licensing or reproduction beyond the permissions selected above requires separate written agreement.
6. Artist Statements and Personal Stories
Artists may choose to provide a written statement describing their work, experiences or inspiration.
Please indicate your preference:
[ ] I agree to provide a written artist statement.
[ ] I may provide a statement later.
[ ] I prefer not to provide a statement.
[ ] I would like assistance preparing a statement while retaining control over its final wording.
Any statement will be reviewed and approved by the artist before publication.
Portside will not add diagnostic interpretations, personal explanations or meanings to an artist's work without the artist's agreement.
7. Audio and Video Recordings
Artists may choose to explain their work through audio or video recordings.
Please select any permissions you grant:
[ ] I agree to an audio recording of me discussing my artwork for exhibition purposes.
[ ] I agree to an audio recording for the Portside website.
[ ] I agree to a video recording for exhibition purposes.
[ ] I agree to a video recording for Portside promotional or educational purposes.
[ ] I do not wish to be recorded.
Any recording will be reviewed and approved by the artist before public release. Permission for one purpose does not automatically authorize use for another purpose.
Artists may choose to use written statements, an anonymous presentation or no explanation at all.
8. Artist Name, Identity and Recognition
Please select how you wish to be identified:
[ ] Full name
[ ] First name only
[ ] Artist name or pseudonym
[ ] Anonymous
[ ] I will decide before the exhibition.
Portside will respect the artist's chosen form of recognition and will not publicly identify an artist in a way that contradicts their selection.
9. Photographs of the Artist
Permission to photograph artwork does not include permission to photograph the artist.
Please indicate your preference:
[ ] I consent to being photographed during project activities.
[ ] I consent to photographs of me being used on the Portside website.
[ ] I consent to photographs of me being used on Portside social media.
[ ] I consent to photographs of me being used in printed promotional materials.
[ ] I do not consent to photographs of myself.
Any photograph identifying the artist will only be used for the purposes specifically authorized.
10. Accessibility, Support and Creative Participation
Portside recognizes that artists may have different communication styles, sensory preferences, physical accessibility needs and approaches to creative work.
We will discuss reasonable accommodations with each artist.
Accommodations or supports agreed upon:


Preferred communication method:

Support person, if applicable:

The artist may request changes to these arrangements during the project.
11. Artist Compensation and Expenses
Any artist honorarium, reimbursement, materials allowance or other compensation will be discussed and documented separately.
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, participation in the project does not create an entitlement to payment.
Portside will communicate any available funding, compensation arrangements, material costs and reimbursement conditions before the artist commits to those arrangements.
12. Care and Return of Artwork
Portside will take reasonable care when handling, transporting, storing and displaying artwork in its possession.
The artist and Portside will discuss any special handling instructions, fragility, installation requirements or restrictions on touching the work.
Artwork return arrangements:


Unless otherwise agreed, original artwork will be returned to the artist following the agreed exhibition period.
Portside will not dispose of, transfer ownership of or permanently retain original artwork without the artist's separate written permission.
13. Privacy and Confidentiality
Portside will collect and use personal information only as reasonably necessary to administer the project, communicate with participants and carry out the permissions granted under this agreement.
Personal information will not be included in public exhibition materials without the artist's permission.
Portside will take reasonable steps to protect participant information and limit access to individuals who need it for project administration.
Artists should understand that information or images voluntarily made public through an exhibition, website or social media may be copied or shared by third parties beyond Portside's control.
14. Withdrawal or Changes to Permission
An artist may withdraw from the project or change a permission granted under this agreement by contacting Portside in writing.
Portside will make reasonable efforts to stop future use of artwork, recordings, photographs or statements covered by a withdrawn permission.
Where practical, Portside will remove affected material from channels it controls. However, Portside cannot guarantee the retrieval of printed materials already distributed, or copies independently shared, downloaded or archived by third parties.
Withdrawal from the project does not transfer ownership of artwork to Portside.
Where an exhibition is already underway, the artist and Portside will discuss reasonable arrangements for removal or continued display, taking account of the artist's wishes and practical circumstances.
15. Respectful Representation
Portside agrees to:
· Respect the artist's interpretation and intended meaning.
· Avoid suggesting that one artist represents everyone within a particular community.
· Avoid describing an artist's work as a symptom, deficit or diagnostic illustration.
· Use respectful and accessible exhibition language.
· Honour the artist's chosen identity and recognition preferences.
· Seek permission before making changes to an artist's statement or presentation.
· Provide a way for artists to raise concerns about the exhibition or project.
The project is intended to create opportunities for artists to share their own perspectives, not to have their experiences interpreted on their behalf.
16. Agreement and Consent
By signing below, I confirm that:
· I have had an opportunity to read this agreement and ask questions.
· I understand that participation is voluntary.
· I understand that I retain ownership of my original artwork.
· I understand that I am granting only the specific permissions I have selected.
· I understand that additional permissions will be requested separately when necessary.
· I have had an opportunity to discuss accessibility and participation arrangements.
· I understand that I may request changes to my permissions or withdraw from the project.
Artist name: __________________________________
Artist signature: _______________________________
Date: _________________________________________
Portside representative: ________________________
Signature: ____________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
17. Parent or Guardian Consent (Where Applicable)
For artists under the age of 18, a parent or legal guardian must review and sign the agreement on the participant's behalf, where required.
Portside will also seek the young artist's own meaningful agreement or assent, in an age-appropriate and accessible manner.
Parent/Guardian name: __________________________
Relationship to artist: __________________________
Signature: ____________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
Young artist's agreement or assent:
[ ] I understand the project and would like to participate.
[ ] I would like more information before deciding.

